Preface
This book began with a skiing trip in the Alps in January 2010. Gian Andrea and I had known each other since 1990, when, as students, we shared an apartment in Ireland. Having lost touch for more than a decade, we had recently renewed the friendship. Conversations between old friends tend to cover a lot of ground very quickly. We fi lled each other in on relationships past and present, on travels and travails, past and current work, and where we thought we were heading. I'd been working as a translator and editor for several years. Gian Andrea had set up an environmental consulting company with other scientists from the University of Ferrara and balanced this work with additional teaching and writing. He had always been a practical man. In kitchen table conversations during our student days, he didn't shy away from controversial positions, exposing the contradictions within many closely held beliefs. He once declared, to the horror of several humanities' students, that he felt no attachment to language, and that the disappearance of his native Italian would be of no consequence provided it were replaced by a more effi cient substitute, such as, for example, English. I was bemused and a little shocked by his lack of sentimentality, but I appreciated his dedication to objectivity.
At the time of the skiing trip I was starting to tire of my ventriloquial craft, so when he suggested an alternative, I was curious. "If you're tired of working on other people's books, you should write your own. In fact, we could write one together." I had recently attended the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, so the point where my interests and his expertise most clearly intersected was obvious: sustainable energy.
The process began with a series of Skype conversations, leading to a proposal we jointly composed using Google Drive. As the project www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02560-8 -The Renaissance of Renewable Energy Gian Andrea Pagnoni and Stephen Roche Frontmatter More information Preface x progressed, Skype and Google became indispensable tools, allowing for a kind of collaboration that would not have been possible without them. Though we were living about 1,000 kilometres apart, most evenings, for a couple of hours, we stepped into the same virtual room. Most of the sections began with a conversation, during which Gian Andrea introduced a particular idea or data, and I, by a kind of Socratic process, teased out what that meant in layman's terms. Once we felt we had arrived at an explanation that conveyed the essence without compromising the scientifi c fact, we composed the particular section. Eventually, we corrected these together and discussed fi gures, captions and changes. We probably wrote ten times the number of words currently in the book. The result is neither the work of a scientist simplifying things for the layman nor of the layman coming to grips with science; rather, it is a marriage of the two.
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